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The 2022-2023 school year was a year

of community, connection and

commitment. The Brain Center

experienced a lot of CHANGE

throughout the last two years but

remained dedicated to providing the

students and community with service

opportunities, the foundation of

thriving community. With COVID-19

context still impacting so many

individuals and communities our

teams worked hard to balance

planning and preparation with

flexibility and compassion. 
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Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W

AND IT PAID OFF! We were thrilled to expand our programs from the 21'-22' school year.

Alternative Break trips went from 5 to 9, we doubled our weekly service sites to 8, and

added new programming and events. Our Student Resource Center continued to build on

our innovative programs such as Campus Plate and launched Pop-Up Pantries in the

residence halls. Lastly, the Social Change Model brought together campus and community

partners to inspire civic, social action, and engagement. 

We can't wait to see what our Student Leaders do next!



THANK YOU

The Brain Center would like to recognize all of the individuals who have collaborated
with and supported us in the 22-23 academic year. Community Engagement is rooted in
partnership and relationships, and without the contributions of these individuals our
work would not have been possible. 
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Special thank you to the 
Brain Family



Advantage Cleveland
Applewood
Art House
Asia Inc. 
Bellefaire
Berea Community Outreach
Berea Police Department
Chair-ity
CItyMusic
Cleveland Food Bank
Cogswell Hall 
Collaborative to End Human 
      Trafficking
Comite de Mexicano
Esperanza
Horizon Education Center
Hunger Network
Journey Center for Safety and Healing
LatinUs Theatre
Laura’s Home 
Malachi Center

Norma Herr Women's Center
Old Brooklyn Community Development
Organic Connects
PALS for Healing
Pregnant with Possibilities 
Recovery Resources
Rid-All Green Partnership
Rollin Buckeyez 
Scranton Road Ministries
Seeds of Literacy
Selma Center for Nonviolence, Truth 
       and Reconciliation 
The Center for Families and Children
The Centers
UnBail
US Together
Vel's Oasis
West Side Catholic Center
West Side Community House
Western Reserve Historical Society 
Women's Recovery Center

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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 2023-2024  LHE INTERN

BIG THANK YOU TO OUR 2022-2023 LHE INTERNS!

Tyree Sewell served as advisor for our
SERVE and Weekly Programs.

Jared Heidecker served as advisor for our
Alternative Breaks and 1st Gen programs.
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Welcome to our
2023-2024

AVERYAVERY  
CALLOWAYCALLOWAY

Special Big Thanks to our 
Administrative Assistant 

Jodi Novotny

We will miss you!

MEET THE TEAM



Brain Center Review    I    5



Brain Center Review    I    6

For over 30 years the Brain Center for Community Engagement has continued
to grow our student-centered leadership model. All programs are designed
and led by our team of student directors and student leaders who commit to a
1-year leadership role, monthly trainings and weekly team meetings. Thank
you to all of our student leaders for your energy, passion and ideas!



SEMESTER TITLE OF TRIP TRIP LEADER LOCATION PARTNER(S)

FALL
BREAK

Out of the Darkness Tyree Sewell Cleveland, OH

American Foundation for
Suicide Prevention - Suicide
Prevention and Awareness

Walk 

FALL
BREAK

Becoming an Agent of
Change: a Student

Voter Campaign for
our Future

Jayden Madge Columbus, OH League of Women's Voter

WINTER
BREAK

Youth & Trauma Mehraeel Selah
Manav Patel

Chicago, IL
Rice Center for Families and

Children 

WINTER
BREAK

Strengthening A
Community: An Act of

Women's
Empowerment

Sarah Pounder KY La Casa de Amistad 

SPRING
BREAK

Becoming an Agent of
Change: a Student

Voter Campaign for
our Future

Mia Basit-
Hightower

Washington, D.C
NPR

League of Voter Women's
Senator Sherrod Brown

SUMMER
BREAK

Public Health
Manav Patel

Mehraeel Saleh
Atlanta, GA

180 degrees Farm
Center for Disease Control
City of Refuge and Service

SUMMER
BREAK

Equitable Queer
Communities in

America: Creating
Change to Enhance

their Future

Sole 
Hall-Hamilton

Chicago, IL Heartland Alliance

SUMMER
BREAK

The Vicious Cycle of
Urban Poverty

Manimone
Sengvoravong
Cory Dulemba

New Orleans, LA
Nashville, TN 

The Branch of Nashville
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2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 3  A B  T R I P S  



Brain Center Review    I    8

Everyone can beEveryone can be
great becausegreat because
everyone can serve.everyone can serve.

-   Martin Luther King, Jr.



The SERVE team continued to host monthly

service events to engage the campus and

surrounding community. Many new members

were added to the team this year, and with that

came new and innovative ideas to best serve the

Berea community. Traditional events such as the

Holiday Gift Drive, MLK Day of Learning,

Community Leaf Raking, and Leave it Behind saw

more success and participation. 

The SERVE team collaborated with many new and

established community partners,  for the benefit

of the following community organizations:

West Side Catholic Center

Cleveland Food Bank

Berea Community 

Empowered Sports

Cuyahoga County Juvenile Court

Laura's Home
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BW volunteers serve as literacy tutors for
children grades K-5 as part of Advantage
Cleveland Tennis and Educations' after school
program at Mary B. Martin School.

Seeds of Literacy is a non-profit organization
that provides FREE basic education and GED® and
HiSET® preparation to adults in the Cleveland
area. Students, volunteers, and donors all work
to break a root cause of poverty: illiteracy.

The Refugee Response empowers resettled
families to grow roots, supporting them in
becoming engaged, self-sufficient and
contributing members of their new
communities.

A D V A N T A G E
C L E V E L A N D

S E E D S  
O F  L I T E R A C Y

W R I T E R S  I N  R E S I D E N C E

R E F U G E E
R E S P O N S E

3

1 2

WEEKLY PROGRAMS

4

Brain Center Review    I    10

LED BY: Isabella Doyle LED BY:
Shannon Wilbourne

LED BY: 
Ben Miller

Madison Nyiran

LED BY: 
Sole Hall-Hamilton

Writers in Residence teaches creative writing
to youth who are incarcerated to empower
their voices and assist in their re-entry into
society.



Jackets Engaged, the Brain Center's student-led, nonpartisan political engagement
organization, continues to work to increase BW students' engagement in elections &
politics, and understanding of how they affect our community. 

Brain Center Review    I    11

Somewhere inside of all of us is the power toSomewhere inside of all of us is the power to
change the world.change the world.

-   Roald Dahl

Community ConversationsCommunity ConversationsCommunity Conversations

Alternative Break TripsAlternative Break TripsAlternative Break Trips

Engaging EventsEngaging EventsEngaging Events   

Statehouse VisitsStatehouse VisitsStatehouse Visits



Historical and Current 
Discrimination 

Faced by LGBTQ+ Individuals​

What is DACA?

SOCIAL CHANGE SUMMIT
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This is a FREE, conference-style event taking place in the spirit of MLK's legacy surrounding social
justice and working for positive social change. This program was open to all students and is

designed to help students move from feelings of anxiety, apathy, and angst with current events
into ACTION for social justice and positive social change.

2023 Workshop Presenters

2023 Professional Panel - Lunch with Leaders

V-A-R: 
An everyday tool 

for everyday connection

Associate Professor,
Leadership in Higher
Education program 

Baldwin Wallace
University 

Chief Talent Officer
Baldwin Wallace

University

Director of Inclusion
Programs

Center for Inclusion
Baldwin Wallace

University



NASPA FIRST SCHOLARS NETWORK
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We are on our way.............

Acceptance to the NASPA National
First Scholars Network Member

Program

Strategizing
and 

Planning

Programming 
and 

Professional Development



SPECIAL EVENTS
Creating a sense of belonging is at the core of the Brain Center. This past
year we created and added to events dedicated to creating space,
fellowship, and recognition to women and students, staff and faculty of
color. 

Thank you to each of our guests, speakers and collaborating partners! 
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Daisjah Brown
   

Hannah Dodson
Isabella Doyle

Jamia Basit-Hightower
Kiara Milko

Benjamin Miller
Athena Pantoja
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Program Mission: BW student leaders addressing today's
most complex and challenging social issues, while working
to educate and empower the community to take action.

BRAIN STUDENT FELLOWSHIP

22-23 Fellows + Social Change Projects

Program partners included:



S T U D E N T  A M B A S S A D O R S1

C A M P U S  C U P B O A R D2

S W I P E  O U T  H U N G E R4

C A M P U S  P L A T E3
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STUDENT RESOURCE CENTER

Created to meet the needs of BW students, the BW Student Resource Center
provides 1:1 support, resources, and referrals to current BW students to
ensure all students are able to persist and succeed in their academic
endeavors. The Student Resource Center's robust programs address food
and housing insecurity and equitable resource accessibility:

5 E M E R G E N C Y  G R A N T  F U N D



Senior
47.8%

Junior
25.2%

Sophomore
17.4%

First-year
9.6%

STUDENT EMERGENCY GRANT FUND
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Academic Year

In 2022-2023, the Student Emergency Grant Fund received 143 requests,
which is a substantial increase from the 91 requests from the year prior.

Yes
57.4%

No
42.6%

Identify as First Generation

Transportation / Travel
32.7%

Emergency Food / Grocery needs
25.2%

Other
15%

Utilities
13.1%

Housing / rent assistance
8.4%

Technology
5.6%

Most requested resources

On-campus
53.8%

Off-Campus (with family)
20.5%

Off-Campus (with roommates)
12%

Off-campus (independent)
12%

Living Situation



SRC AMBASSADORS

CAMPUS CUPBOARD
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SWIPE OUT HUNGER

170170

NUMBER OF SWIPES
DONATED BY STUDENTS

399399

NUMBER OF SWIPES
DISTRIBUTED TO STUDENTS

150150

NUMBER OF SWIPE
RECIPIENTS

5151

NUMBER OF 
STUDENT DONORS
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FOOD RECOVERED 22-23
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Measured in weight by pounds

UPCOMING UPDATES



FALL 2022 SPRING 2023

SUMMER 2023

SERVICE LEARNING COURSES

E N G - 3 0 9 S X :  G R A N T  P R O P O S A L
W R I T I N G

R E L  1 0 5 S :  R E L I G I O N  O F  T H E
C I T I Z E N
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P S Y  -  3 1 6 D S :
C H I L D  P S Y C H O P A T H O L O G Y

S P N  2 7 0 :  S P A N I S H  F O R
H E A L T H C A R E  P R O V I D E R S

P S Y  2 6 9 S :  S E R V I C E  L E A R N I N G
C O L L A B O R A T I V E

P H L - 2 7 3 X : E N V I R O N M E N T A L
E T H I C S

P H T  3 7 5 S X :  
H E A L T H  &  S O C I A L  J U S T I C E  

C S D  5 5 2 S :  I N T E G R A T I O N S

B I O - 3 1 3 S :  E C O L O G Y

P R A C T I C U M  I N  L H E

P S Y  2 6 9 S :  S E R V I C E  L E A R N I N G
C O L L A B O R A T I V E

P R A C T I C U M  I N  L H E

P R A C T I C U M  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y

E N G - 3 0 9 S X :  G R A N T  P R O P O S A L
W R I T I N G

E N V - 4 6 4 S : E N V I R O N M E N T A L
S C I E N C E  C A P S T O N E

P S Y  2 6 9 S :  S E R V I C E  L E A R N I N G
C O L L A B O R A T I V E

P R A C T I C U M  I N  P S Y C H O L O G Y



Zilber Family Foundation, 
a supporting foundation of the Jewish Federation of Cleveland

The George W. Codrington Charitable Foundation
Harry K. and Emma R. Fox Charitable Foundation

David & Frances Brain Center for Community Engagement

JACKET PHILANTHROPY PROGRAM
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W E  E N G A G E D  8  P R O V I D E R S  A N D  S T U D E N T S  A W A R D E D
O V E R  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  I N  G R A N T  F U N D I N G

W E  E N G A G E D  1 8  P R O V I D E R S  A N D  S T U D E N T S  A W A R D E D
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0  I N  G R A N T  F U N D I N G  




